
When I do not know myself, I 
cannot know who my students 
are. I will see them through a 
glass darkly, in the shadows 
of my unexamined life— and 
when I cannot see them 
clearly, I cannot teach them 
well.
            
Parker Palmer



The child becomes largely 
what it is taught; hence we 
must watch what we teach it, 
and how we live before it.

Jane Addams



The true teachers defends 
his pupils against his own 
personal influence. He inspires 
self-distrust. He guides their 
eyes from himself to the spirit 
that quickens him. He will 
have no disciple.

Amos Bronson Alcott



We are all creative, but by the 
time we are three or four years 
old, someone has knocked the 
creativity out of us. Some people 
shut up kids who start to tell 
stories. Kids dance in their cribs, 
but someone will insist they sit 
still. By the time the creative 
people are ten or twelve, they 
want to be like everyone else. 

Maya Angelou



Let truth come out the way 
it wants to come out. Let the 
hearers utilize a different 
area of themselves  to try to 
understand.
                                                     
Malidoma Patrice Some



I am playing with my Self, I am 
playing with the world’s soul, 
I am the dialogue between my 
Self and el espiritu del mundo.  
I change myself, I change the 
world.
                                                    
Gloria Anzaldua



I want American history 
taught. Unless I’m in that 
book, you’re not a procession 
of illustrious people. It’s about 
what happens to a people. 
Millions of anonymous people 
is what history is about. 

James Baldwin



Tools and techniques 
ought to be an extension of 
consciousness, but they can 
just as easily be a protection 
from consciousness.

Rollo May



The most basic and powerful 
way to connect to another 
person is to listen. Just listen. 
Perhaps the most important 
thing we ever give each other is 
our attention... A loving silence 
often has far more power to heal 
and to connect than the most 
well-intentioned words. 
                                                                           
Rachel Naomi Remen



When you listen generously to 
people they can hear the truth 
in themselves, often for the 
first time.

Rachel Naomi Remen



When we are seen by the heart 
we are seen for who we are. We 
are valued in our uniqueness by 
those who are able to see us in 
this way and we become able 
to know and value ourselves.

Rachel Naomi Remen



So when you are listening 
to somebody, completely, 
attentively, then you are 
listening not only to the 
words, but also to the feeling 
of what is being conveyed, to 
the whole of it, not part of it.

Jiddu Krishnamurti



Once children learn how 
to learn, nothing is going 
to narrow their mind. The 
essence of teaching is to 
make learning contagious, to 
have one idea spark another

Marva Collins



You must train the children to 
their studies in a playful manner 
without any air of constraint with 
the further object of discerning 
more readily the natural bent 
of their respective characters.

Plato



There is in every child a 
painstaking teacher so skillful 
that he obtains identical 
results in all children in all 
parts of the world. The only 
language men ever speak 
perfectly is the one they learn 
in babyhood, when no one 
teaches them anything.

Maria Montessori



I entered the classroom with the 
conviction that it was crucial 
for me and every other student 
to be an active participant, 
not a passive consumer... [a 
conception of] education 
as the practice of freedom... 
education that connects the will 
to know with the will to become. 
Learning is a place where 
paradise can be created.

bell hooks



The most important 
knowledge teachers need to 
good work is a knowledge 
of how students are 
experiencing learning and 
perceiving their teacher’s 
actions. 

Steven Broofield



Students learn what they care 
about, from people they care 
about and who, they know, 
care about them...

Barbara Harrell Carson



Every act of conscious 
learning requires the 
willingness to suffer an injury 
to one’s self-esteem. That is 
why young children, before 
they are aware of their own 
self importance, learn so 
easily.

Thomas Szasz



Progressive white teaches seem 
to say to their black students 
“Let me help you find your 
voice. I promise not to criticize 
one note as you search for your 
song.” But the black teachers 
say “I’ve heard your song loud 
and clear. Now I want to teach 
you to harmonize with the rest 
of the world.”

Lisa Delpit



In every story I have heard, 
good teachers share one trait: 
a strong sense of personal 
identity infuses their work.

Parker Palmer



How we picture ourselves, the 
language we use about ourselves 
and our family, the stories we tell 
about ourselves or which we allow 
others to tell, whom we compare 
ourselves with, what we think we 
will become, how we define our 
own universe, these are the raw 
material from which we spin our 
web of personal mythology.

Hedley Beare Aust


